
LOUDOUN COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
MEETING MINUTES 
Friday, August 1, 2008  
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

  
IDA LEE PARK and RECREATION CENTER  

60 Ida Lee Drive, SW  
Leesburg, VA 20175  

  
 I. Call to Order/Determination of Quorum/Adopt Minutes  

 Chair Tamar Datan Johnston called the meeting to order at 8:08 a.m. and minutes were adopted 
unanimously. 

EDC Members Attending: 

Jim Bennett 
John Bischoff 
Joe Boling 
Jeff Browning 
Linda Erbs 
Doug Fabbioli 
Russ Gestl 
Bill Gibson 
Katie Hammler (Ken Reid) 
Paual Harper 
G. Kim Hart 
Ed Hatrick 
Mary Gayle Holden 
Rick Hurwitt 

Tamar Datan Johnston 
Randy Kelley 
Shaun Kelley 
Ted Lewis 
Dave McWatters 
Dave Miles 
Arch Moore 
Cheryl Moore 
Deborah Rochkind 
Bob Steere 
Robin Suomi 
John Wood 
Scott York 
 

 

EDC Members Absent: 

Paul Bice 
Kirby Bowers 
Susan Buckley 
Robert DuPree 
Alice Frazier 

Randy Minchew 
Joe Paciulli 
Mary Porter 
Betsy Self 
Elaine Walker 

 
 County Staff Present: 

Beth Hain, Alison Howard, Warren Howell, Dorri Morin, Melissa Nelson, Buddy Rizer, Patrick 
Ryan, Tricia Simons, Harry Walsh,  and Bob Wertz. 

 II. Chair’s Items  

 Tamar Datan Johnston mentioned she attended the Board of Supervisors Committee on 
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Committees and Commissions in June.  There was discussion at this meeting on whether to 
merge the Housing Advisory Board with the Affordable Dwelling Advisory Board.  Tamar Datan 
Johnston stated no final decision was made.  

 John Wood announced that Andy Johnston and Tony Howard (Loudoun County Chamber of 
Commerce) put together welcome packages for approximately 150 guardsmen when they 
returned home recently.    The “Loudoun Cares” program raised approximately $200,000 in gifts 
from local businesses as well as hotel rooms from the hospitality industry. 

 Kim Hart announced on behalf of Joe Boling and himself the first green apartment building in 
Loudoun County. 

 III. Director’s Report   

 Dorri Morin presented on behalf of Larry Rosenstrauch.   She thanked the Board of Supervisors 
for approving new positions and a new cluster development focus for Economic Development.     
The Board allocated one position on the federal contracting overlay and the deparment is in the 
process of recruiting this position.   Buddy Rizer’s focus has changed from general business 
development manager to the Information and Communications Technology sector.  The 
department has also been given $150,000 to use on international overlay.     

 Work has begun on the EDC Ambassador Program with business park outreach activities.  
Business teams go out to select business parks and explore their needs.  Broker meetings are 
expected to take place soon.   EDC’s Mary Porter is hosting a retail business park outreach, with 
Shannon and Steven Mackey of Notaviva to see how retail is doing.  The Economic 
Development Committee is interested in creating a county metric and is working with staff and 
EDC to accomplish.  Prospect News:  New Security Training Business ground breaking this 
week with 60,000 square feet and Silver Eagle Group also broke ground.  The EDC in concert 
with DED have become Chamber of Commerce Policy Series Business Partners for the year.   

IV. Board of Supervisors Retreat Update  

Chairman York reported that the Board of Supervisors retreat was held on July 23.   The main 
topics discussed were transportation, environment, energy, economic development and the 
budget.  In the area of Economic Development, the Board continues to have the desire to have a 
full service higher education system in Loudoun County.   Chariman York was pleased to 
announce that the County is moving forward with talks with GMU and NOVA to come to the 
county. 

The Board will begin the process to amend sign ordinances within the suburban community 
business market.  The Board will also look at green building standards and investigate providing 
incentives both to business and personal buildings.    

 V. Rural Economy Update, Warren Howell & Doug Fabbioli   

 Warren Howell and Doug Fabbioli presented the Rural Economic Development Plan.  Please see 
“2000 Acre Solution: Supporting and Enhancing a Rural Economy for Loudoun’s 21st Century” 
presentation online. 

 VI. Business Education Collaborative Update, Paula Harper   
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 Paula Harper presented on the Loudoun Business Education Collaborative.    Please see “21st 
Century Skill Presentation” and “Loudoun Business-Education Collaborative” documents online. 

 VII. Committee Updates and Goals  

 A. Executive  
 Tamar Datan Johnston reported that the last executive meeting focused on bringing full 

service higher education to Loudoun County.  
  
 B. Education and Workforce  
 Paula Harper noted that the committee is working toward their next meeting in late 

September as a follow-up to the presentation. 
  
 C. Marketing and Business Retention  
 Rick Hurwitt gave thanks to Bob Steere and Alice Frazier for the Young Professionals 

Initiative forum with approximately 15 young professionals aged 25 through 40.  The 
goal was to obtain feedback about what is important to young professionals and 
Loudoun’s ability to attract and retain them.    

  
 D. Policy and Implementation  
 Shaun Kelley reported that the committee continues to keep the strategic imitative plan 

alive.  They added an action plan under support workforce and development labor 
workforce for the Young Professionals Forum.  The Committee also discussed the 
commercial tax base.    

  
 E. Transportation and Infrastructure  
 Ted Lewis reported that the committee did not meet in July. 
  
 F. Rural Economic Development Council  
 Jeff Browning recognized the 4H and Loudoun Fair are taking placed this week.   

 VIII. Old Business   

 IX. New Business 

 Deborah Rochkind mentioned the nominating committee has several openings in EDC for 2009.   
It will be posted publicly next week.    Please let Ms. Rochkind or Ms. Morin if interested in 
volunteering.   

 Dorri Morin mentioned LoCoMotion is now electronic.   

 Cheryl Moore announced the next public lecture on September 17, 2008. 

 Ed Hatrick announced that the Monroe Technology Center has been named as a Governor’s 
Academy.    

 X. Adjournment at 9:58 a.m. 
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